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* NEWS RELEASE * NEWS RELEASE *





BIRDS SONG AND APPLE TASTING EVENT FOR VISUALLY IMPAIRED PEOPLE





Bird song and apple tasting are the highlights of a special event being run for visually impaired people this coming Wednesday, 2nd November.  Stroud Valleys Project will be leading a guided walk around Holywell Orchard in Cam with local bird expert, Ray Sherman, to reveal the bird and other wildlife living in this old orchard.  Participants will also be able to learn about the fascinating orchard history of the site – by eating it! 





Old maps from 1880 show that Holywell Orchard was a fully fledged and working orchard, and memories from local residents suggest that it remained an orchard until the 1960’s.  However, the site fell into disrepair and there are now only 4 of the original orchard trees still growing there although they all produce plenty of apples and pears each autumn.  Stroud Valleys Project and landowners Stroud District Council are now working with local residents to restore the site’s former glory and already over 25 new apple and pear trees of traditional Gloucestershire varieties have been planted including Gloucester Royal, a type of apple bred in Dursley.  The whole site isn’t being returned to orchard, but half will be managed as a wildflower meadow and as habitat for other wildlife.  During the special visit to Holywell Orchard next week, participants will be able to discover the bird life of the site by listening to their song and hearing about the other wildlife that’s been seen on the site. To round off the visit, there will be a range of Gloucestershire varieties of apple available for everyone to taste to appreciate just a few of the hundreds of different apples that used to be grown in the county, along with a talk from an orchard expert about the history of apple growing.  





Following a number of successful pilot events and a special 4 week natural history course run last year, Stroud Valleys Project has organised a series of natural history events that will enable visually impaired people to visit some of the important wildlife sites around the district.  Contrary to popular belief, having a visual impairment doesn’t prevent people from taking an interest in nature and being able to experience some of it first hand.  Many visually impaired people have told Stroud Valleys Project about their disappointment at the lack of opportunities to continue pursuing their love of wildlife once they’d lost their sight.  Obviously, visually impaired people need assistance to travel to and walk around wildlife sites but they can still sense and learn much about nature around them.  The same is true for people who’ve never had sight. 


								……………..continued













































































MORE…………….





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Deb Coleman


Telephone: 01453 753358


Fax: 01453 755641


Email: � HYPERLINK mailto:svp@gn.apc.org ��info@StroudValleysProject.org�


Website: � HYPERLINK http://www.StroudValleysProject.org ��www.StroudValleysProject.org�
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Bird song and apple tasting event for visually impaired people


…. cont





This work is part of SVP’s major project started over two years ago to help disadvantaged and social excluded people play a part in caring for our Environment, and in the decision-making processes which affect everyone.  Research by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation shows that people from disadvantaged and socially excluded backgrounds usually suffer the most from living in an unhealthy environment, yet have the fewest opportunties to do something about it.  SVP’s work with visually impaired people is being funded by MacFarlane Walker Trust, the Notgrove Trust, Renishaw’s, and Stroud District Council.





The visit to Holywell Orchard in Cam takes place during the morning of Wednesday 2nd November from 10.30am to 12.30pm.  This is an outdoor event so waterproofs and outdoor shoes are essential!  The site is flat with no stiles to climb, just a few steps, so it is accessible for people with mobility problems.  Any visually impaired person who is interested in joining in should contact Deb Coleman at Stroud Valleys Project on 01453-753358, or e-mail deb@stroudvalleysproject.org.  Sighted guides are very welcome to join in.   Guide dogs are welcome too.   If transport is a problem, contact Deb as it should be possible to arrange a lift. 
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