Spring signals peak newt courtship in Stonehouse!

Stonehouse can claim to have one of the most important newt ponds in the South West of England, opposite the Stonehouse Court Hotel. To find out more about the local newt population Stroud Valleys Project is undertaking a long-term study into the state of the population of great-crested newts living in the pond.

The launch of this study coincides with the peak courtship and egg-laying period which occurs mid-March to mid-May.  During this time, adult males attract females by undertaking a complicated courtship ‘dance’ and you can go out with a torch and see if you have them in your pond.

1 in 10 gardens now have a pond but natural ponds are disappearing throughout the countryside due to infilling, pollution and draining as a result of modern agricultural practices.  As a result great crested newts are now a protected species as the lack of natural habitats; particularly the loss of breeding grounds is impacting on the size of the newt population in general.

The long term goal of the study is to work with local residents to look after the pond, ensuring that the newt population continues to thrive despite the housing development that’s been built around the pond in recent years.  The survey involves putting out special newt-friendly traps on the evening of Friday 21st, and then returning to the pond at 7.30am the following morning to empty the traps and see what's been caught. The early start is to minimise any disturbance to the newts.  You’ll be working with one of the country’s leading great-crested newt experts who lives in Stroud and is properly licensed to handle these legally protected animals.  

To book your place for the Great Crested Newt Survey in Stonehouse, Friday 21st April 7.30pm – 9.30pm and Saturday 22nd April 7.30am – 9.30am, please Clare Mahdiyone at Stroud Valleys Project as soon as possible on (01453) 753358 as places are limited.

