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Glowing in June and July

As we head towards midsummer, it’s a busy time of year.  These lighter warmer evenings are a great opportunity for walking, picnics or just being in the garden.

While you’re out enjoying the garden, you might be interested to know the glow-worms are out enjoying themselves too.  Their brief glowing season runs from mid-June to mid-July. The females have spent two years as larvae, eating slugs and snails and growing bigger and bigger.  Now mature, they are ready to mate, and are glowing. The female glow-worm hardly moves, putting all her energy into glowing to attract a mate, whilst the male flies about searching for glowing females. They only live for a short time and die once the eggs have been laid.

As part of National Insect Week, we are organising a glow-worm walk and survey. The survey is organised by the Royal Entomological Society to find out if numbers of this insect are declining and if so, find out why.  We will be going for an evening walk looking for glow-worms on the evening of Monday 26th June 2006 at the cemetery on Bisley Road, and sharing information about other places where you might find them. We will have a follow-up session to look at the results at Stroud Valleys Project on Monday 10th July.  If you are interested in finding out more or taking part please contact us on 01453 753358 or info@stroudvalleysproject.org.

