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* NEWS RELEASE * NEWS RELEASE *





ADOPTERS WANTED FOR CAM’S WALKING HERITAGE





If you like walking, are interested in Cam’s historical features,  and have a pair of secateurs then Stroud Valleys Project has an opportunity that might just be what you’re looking for.  On Saturday 14th July, SVP is leading an inaugural walk along their new walking route which takes in the old stone stiles that our ancestors used to walk over hundreds of years ago.  But in recent times these stiles have become neglected and overgrown and so SVP is looking for volunteers who will adopt a stile and give it a bit of tender loving care.  This inaugural walk also sees the launch of a new stone stiles walk leaflet and a special waymarking plaque so that people can walk the route at any time and see these bits of Cam history for themselves. 





These ancient stone stiles would have been climbed over by people to and from their way to work in the days before cars or even buses were around to transport the masses.  These stiles also present a big mystery – how old are they and where did they come from?  Now they have been falling into a gentle state of decay and Stroud Valleys Project is trying to work with landowners and volunteers to preserve them. 





Stroud Valleys Project is appealing for volunteers who can walk the route at regular intervals and check their adopted stile.  This simply involves clearing away any vegetation that’s grown over the stile and reporting any problems to Stroud Valleys Project.  





The inaugral Stone Stiles walk will take place on Saturday 14th July between 3 - 6pm starting from Cam Memorial Hall.  It will be a gentle, circular walk of about 2.5 miles, and participants will be able to quench their thirst at the end with a visit to the new Severn Vale Brewery for a jar or two!  Participants will also receive their own copy of the brand new Stone Stiles Walk leaflet so they can walk the route and see the stiles whenever they want.   The leaflet has been produced by the Cam Wildlife Group in partnership with Stroud Valleys Project, with funding from the Local Heritage Initiative.  The leaflet is available to anyone who’d interested free of charge from Cam Parish Council office, and local doctor’s surgeries.  The walk is signposted by new, special waymarks that were designed by local resident, Sue Chard, and printed by Glos County Council’s Rights of Way Unit. 





































































































MORE…………….





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:  Nadine Smykatz-Kloss


Telephone: 01453 753358 


Fax: 01453 755641


Email: nadine@stroudvalleysproject.org


Website: www.StroudValleysProject.org





Notes to the Editor:  Copies of the Stone Stiles Walk waymarks and the leaflet are available for reproduction in newspaper articles. 
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ADOPTERS WANTED FOR CAM’S WALKING HERITAGE… cont





“The Stone Stiles Walk is the result of many years of work in partnership with many local people.  The idea originally came from Dave Winsor, a Cam resident and parish councillor who sadly is no longer with us.  Even though he was wheelchair bound, he cared passionately about Cam’s heritage and particularly wanted to make sure that the stone stiles were preserved.  Dave got together with Stroud Valleys Project and David Street, who was a Cam resident and also the parish footpath warden.  The project just snowballed from there.  We’re so pleased that the project is finally being launched to honour Dave Winsor’s love of the parish. “ said Nadine Smykatz-Kloss, Severn Vale Biodiversity Project Officer.





She continued “The walk is also in memory of Ernie Woodward who was a born & bred resident of Cam.  He served on Cam Parish Council for many years and had a particular interest in footpaths and a very great interest in the parish countryside.  He did a lot to keep the footpaths of the parish cared for and  useable by local people. 





 It was also very exciting to discover 2 stone stiles whilst we were plotting the route that had been forgotten about, so who knows how many others may be out there?!” 





Anyone who wants to adopt a stile should talk to Nadine at Stroud Valleys Project on 01453-753358.  And if anyone can throw some light on the mystery of the stones, that would be much appreciated!
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