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* NEWS RELEASE * NEWS RELEASE *





MEET THE WORLD’S FASTEST ANIMAL FACE TO FACE!





Believe it or not, meeting this animal doesn’t involve travelling to far flung corners of the globe – Stroud Valleys Project is offering the chance to get close to a bird that can fly at 200 miles an hour without the need for you to do any flying yourself and so avoid contributing to global warming.  Make a date to land in Stroud on Tuesday 20th November. 





Peregrines are a native falcon that live in forests and mountains of the UK.  Their favourite haunts are cliff ledges where they make their nests and where there’s good visibility to spot potential prey and also intruders into their territory. They eat mainly small birds such as pigeons and grouse which they attack from above by folding their wings back and plummeting towards their prey in a wind-whistling ‘stoop’ that can reach up to 200 miles per hour.  The prey is killed instantly by the blow from the peregrine’s talons and the peregrine then immediately halts the stoop and flies upwards with its prey.  





SVP volunteer, Steve Watson, has studied the peregrine for over 20 years and will be giving an illustrated talk about the bird’s life, courtship, hunting methods,


and current population status following the devastation to numbers caused by the use of DDT, PCB’s and other pesticides in the 1950’s which caused the birds to lay eggs with thin shells which then crushed during incubation.  There will also be a live peregrine for the audience to see, supplied by Dale Thomas, a local falconer based in Chalford.  Steve will also show a video taken from a camera attached to back of peregrine in a stoop.  





The peregrine encounter will take place in Stroud Valleys Project’s office at 8, Threadneedle Street in Stroud at 7.30pm on Tuesday 20th November.  Cost is £3/adult and £2/child to attend.  





- ENDS -


































































































MORE…………….





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:  Caroline Aistrop


Telephone: 01453 753358 or 07894-663436. 


Fax: 01453 755641


Website: www.StroudValleysProject.org
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