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The environmental  charity Stroud Valleys Project wants the public to help them save orchards .  The group is holding a series of workshops giving volunteers a chance to restore old orchards.  

The next time you have a pint of cider, or bite into one of the few types of apples or other British fruits on offer at your local supermarkets, dwell on this; orchards were once widespread in Gloucestershire.  Increasingly they are under threat because they are not seen as economically viable .

But the cost to the environment is high, with many species from birds to insects relying on orchards for their very existence.  Some species, such as the noble chaser beetle are now endangered because of the loss of their habitat. 

And for those of you who like to pucker up at Christmas, mistletoe is characteristic of old orchards in Gloucestershire.  So that alone might be a good reason to save the trees from  being destroyed.

Nadine Smykatz- Kloss from Stroud Valleys Project says, “It’s a chance for volunteers to learn about local fruit varieties, the heritage of this area, the importance of orchards to the environment and also to the very landscape of this county. “

Useful tips that can be picked up include how to graft fruit trees.  The dates to put into your diary are Tuesday and Wednesday 14th and 15th Feb: Orchard Restoration at Moor Farm, Moreton Valence; Tuesday and Wednesday 21st and 22nd February: Orchard Restoration at St. Augustines Farm, Arlingham; Friday 3rd March Orchard Planting at Eastington and  Sat 4th March Apple Grafting at Holywell Orchard in Cam.

For more information on these events, please contact Richard Lewis or Nadine Smykatz- Kloss at Stroud Valleys Project on 01453/ 753358. 

- ENDS -

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:  Richard Lewis or Nadine Smykatz-Kloss

Telephone: 01453 753358

Fax: 01453 755641

Email: info@StroudValleysProject.org
* NEWS RELEASE * NEWS RELEASE *








