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* NEWS RELEASE * NEWS RELEASE *





CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH RARE WILDLIFE





Stroud Valleys Project, the district’s very own environmental charity, is offering two chances on to come face to face with rare animals and plants next weekend (20th – 21st April).  These opportunities occur only for a brief moment in time once a year – so anyone with any amount of interest in wildlife should grab these chances with both hands! 





The Great-crested newt is the UK’s rarest amphibian and its low numbers means that it is protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act from any type of disturbance and harm, including being picked up.  Like all UK amphibians, the great-crested newt needs to find a pond to lay eggs in and where its young can survive for the first few months of their lives.  One of the best sites in the South-west of England for these endangered newts is in Stonehouse, and, at the request of Stonehouse Town Council, Stroud Valleys Project has been surveying the pond every April to check on how the newt population is doing.  There was much concern that the new housing development around the pond would harm the newts, but last year’s survey indicated that the numbers were healthy.  However, it is whether numbers go up or down over a long period of time which provides the most accurate picture of what’s happening to animal populations.  One of the country’s leading newt experts lives in Stroud and he will be leading the newt survey as he has the necessary permission from English Nature to carry out the survey.  On Friday evening, 20th April, between 7.30pm – 9.00pm, special newt friendly bottle traps will be put in the pond to catch the newts during the night. On Saturday morning (the 21st), we return to the pond to take the newts out of the traps, count them and return them to the pond.  Anyone joining in will be able to see the newts at close quarters when they’re released from the traps and will be able to appreciate what spectacular animals they are.  The males have huge crests running along their 6 inch body and both sexes have fire orange bellies.  Everyone should see a great-crested newt at least once in their lives! 





Then later on Saturday morning, at 10.00am, English Nature is running a specially organised guided tour for Stroud Valleys Project around North Meadow near Cricklade to show people the endangered snakes-head fritillaries.  This flower used to be a common sight centuries ago in water meadows all around Britain but now 80% of what  few fritillaries remain in the wild grow in North Meadow.  A permissive footpath runs around the edge of the meadow giving visitors to the site the chance to admire these gorgeous flowers close too.  
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MORE…………….





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:  Caroline Aistrop


Telephone: 01453 753358


Fax: 01453 755641


Email: � HYPERLINK mailto:svp@gn.apc.org ��info@StroudValleysProject.org�


Website: � HYPERLINK http://www.StroudValleysProject.org ��www.StroudValleysProject.org�





PHOTOCALL: Photographers are welcome to take photos at both events. 
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH RARE WILDLIFE ………cont.  





In both cases, the main reason behind the newts and fritillaries disappearing and becoming endangered is the destruction of ponds and wetlands.  It is estimated that 75% of ponds have gone in the past 100 years because if lack of management and infilling, and 40% of wet meadows have been drained between 1930 and 1980.  The drainage has occurred to turn land into farmland and building land and even if the meadow itself isn’t drained, draining land next door can rob a wet meadow of its water supply and indirectly destroy the wetland.  Wet meadows are important for the survival of other species as well, such as the lapwing which is now an endangered bird as its numbers have declined by 49% since 1988.  North Meadow at Cricklade is now a national nature reserve to protect the snakes-head fritillary, and Stroud Valleys Project is working to make sure that the newt pond gets the necessary protection to ensure that the newts will always have a place to breed.  For most of the year, newts live on firm land, finding damp and dark places to hide away in so it also important that enough land around the pond is also managed in the correct way to provide a home for these stunning animals outside of the breeding season.





Anyone who’s interested is welcome to come along to either (or both!) events.  The cost of taking part is £3/adult and £2/child, and people should call Stroud Valleys Project on 01453-753358 to book their place or to get further information.  Outdoor clothing and stout footwear should be worn.
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