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6th October 2007





* NEWS RELEASE * NEWS RELEASE *





VISIT CAINCROSS’ VERY OWN ‘LOST GARDEN OF HELIGAN’





A little known green oasis in Cainscross is set to receive the ‘Lost Gardens of Heligan’ treatment with the start of a new project to restore an old neglected garden into a haven for local people and wildlife








Consultation amongst residents of Cainscross during 2005 revealed that few people knew of the existence of this green oasis. They’re more likely to know the bus shelter by Cainscross roundabout on the Westward Road, where there’s also an area of grass mown by the district council plus a few trees.  But venturing beyond this point will take people to another world where they’ll find a large pond (the ‘Lake’) and a small woodland which is surprisingly tranquil and relaxing despite being so close to the main roads.  This is all that remains of the formal garden of The Lawns, an impressive 9 bedroom mansion house with its own grounds which was built at the end of the 1800’s.  The pond may have a history even older than that as it seems to date from the 12th century.  But in the 1960’s the house and grounds were bought by Glos County Council, who demolished the house to make way for the Cainscross/Westward road and roundabout.  





The site has now been leased by Stroud Community Land Trust from the County Council, and the Trust plus Stroud Valleys Project want to turn this spot into place which both local people and wildlife can use.  Decades of neglect has meant that it has fallen into a state of disrepair so that a lot of people have stopped using it.  But there is already a lot of wildlife that lives there judging by the amount of birdsong that can be heard there, and a survey has shown that there is a good range of plantlife.  Surveys of the pond, trees and site in general show that it has potential to be restored into a thriving wildlife haven.  





During a community consultation exercise in 2005, over 124 households returned a questionnaire about the site and all supported the idea of a project to look after it.  Following on from this, Stroud Valleys Project and Stroud Community Land Trust want your thoughts about the ideas and plans drawn up for transforming the Lake at the Lawns into a green gem which everyone can use.  The ideas will be on show on Sunday 14th October between 
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MORE…………….





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:  Caroline Aistrop


Telephone: 01453 753358


Fax: 01453 755641


Email: caistrop@stroudvalleysproject.org


Website: www.StroudValleysProject.org











* NEWS RELEASE * NEWS RELEASE *





Visit Cainscross’ own Lost Gardens of Heligan cont……..





10.30am – 2.30pm at a special event on the site.  Visitors will also be able to get their free copy of a colour poster about pond animals, join in a guided walk around the site, children can have a go at a nature quiz, and between 10.30am and 12 noon, the more energetic can help to clear ivy from the original garden wall that now borders with Marling School playing field (bring secateurs and gardening gloves if possible).  It is hoped to create a group of volunteers who will work with Stroud Valleys Project to look after the site over the next few years. 





“The old garden seems to be cherished by the few people who know that it’s there” said Andy Read from the Community Land Trust. “We want to make sure that lots more people know about the site, and that the site can be enjoyed by a wide range of people.  At the moment, some mountain bikers have created an impressive track in the woodland, and whilst we don’t want to necessarily stop them using the place, we also want to encourage all sorts of other people to use the site. It will be an interesting exercise for us to see how this can be done.”





It’s all free to join in. For further information, or if someone can’t make the event but would like to be involved in looking after the site, phone Caroline on 01453-753358 or email � HYPERLINK mailto:caistrop@stroudvalleysproject.org ��caistrop@stroudvalleysproject.org�. 
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