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* NEWS RELEASE * NEWS RELEASE *





FIRST PIECE OF LAND FOR STROUD COMMUNITY LAND TRUST





The views of residents in Cashes Green are being sought on Saturday 23rd April about the future care and use of the first greenspace to come into the ownership of the Stroud Community Land Trust.  This site will be the first of many that the recently formed land trust will own or lease in order to protect these vitally important green places for future generations – both of people and wildlife.  The creation of the land trust came out of a special report produced by Stroud Valleys Project and from local demand voiced during public consultation at the end of the 1990’s. 





The land trust’s first site is at the end of Humphrey’s Close in Cashes Green and represents what remains of the old field that was there prior to a new housing development was built a few years ago.  Part of the site had to be left as greenspace open to the public as part of the planning conditions granted by Stroud District Council.  Ownership of the area passed from the developers to Stroud Community Land Trust in autumn 2004, and the Land Trust then asked Stroud Valleys Project to talk to the local community about how the site should be looked after.  The Stroud Community Land Trust is a charity whose purpose is to own or lease greenspaces in the Stroud area that can be transformed into places that are valuable for both wildlife and the local community.  Stroud Valleys Project has been working with people around the Stroud district for 17 years, training them in the skills needed to make their local environment a better place to live and work in.





Towards the end of 2004, Stroud Valleys Project distributed a questionnaire to households in Humphrey’s Close and a number of streets around the site.  The opinions expressed in the returned questionnaires have been incorporated into draft plans for how to make the most of the site and what the role of the site will be in the local community.  





A special open morning is being held on Saturday 23rd April to enable local people to see and comment on the proposed plans for managing the site over the next few years.  Representatives from Stroud Community Land Trust and Stroud Valleys Project will be on hand to answer residents’ questions and listen to their opinions.  The event will be held in Cashes Green Scout hut on Cashes Green Road, just beyond Cashes Green school, from 9.30am – 12 noon.  





Continued ………………





								










































































MORE…………….





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:  Caroline Aistrop


Email: caistrop@stroudvalleysproject.org


Website: � HYPERLINK http://www.StroudValleysProject.org ��www.StroudValleysProject.org�





PHOTOCALL: photographers are welcome during the morning. Please make yourself known to Tony Metcalfe or Andy Read as soon as you arrive.
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1st piece of land for Stroud Community Land Trust …………continued





Anyone who would like to see the plans and give their opinions are welcome to come along during the morning.  The land trust and Stroud Valleys Project will also welcome any offers from people who’d like to help to look after the site.  Stroud Valleys Project cares for a number of greenspaces around the Stroud district and this is always done jointly with volunteers who want to play an active part in looking after their local wildlife.  It’s also a good way of gaining new skills, meeting new people, and getting some healthy exercise in a fun way!  A quarter of the people who returned their questionnaires said that they would like to help in looking after the Humphrey’s Close site. 





Greenspaces like Humphrey’s Close are vitally important not just for wildlife but for the people living close to them. Research has shown that lots of varied natural places within a neighbourhood which children can explore on their are vitally important for the proper development of children’s life skills and learning how to cope with the environment around them when they’re adults. Research has also revealed that greenspaces can help to reduce pollution in a neighbourhood, influence the local weather, can reduce the effect of noise, increase the value of houses nearby, help to reduce people’s stress levels, and be important stores of rainwater to help reduce flooding. 





- ENDS -
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