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* NEWS RELEASE * NEWS RELEASE *





START OF A NEW APPLE ERA AT HOLYWELL ORCHARD





The snow and cold weather may not be ideal for many people, but for planting the latest set of apple trees at Holywell Orchard it’s just right!  As part of Stroud Valleys Project’s plan to restore this neglected greenspace to a haven for wildlife and local people, staff of SVP and local residents will be planting shrubs, trees, and 16 apple and pear trees this Saturday to reflect the site’s contribution to Cam and Dursley’s long history of orchard growing.





Hundreds of years ago, apples, pears and other orchard fruit were a major industry in Gloucestershire. Holywell Orchard existed as far back as 1888 as shown on old maps of Cam parish, and a special variety of apple called Gloucester Royal was bred and grown in Dursley but now seems to have disappeared from the area. A search by Tony Metcalfe at SVP led him to a nursery near Berkeley that still grows this type of apple and on Saturday, staff and volunteers will plant some Gloucester Royal and other Gloucestershire varieties of apples and pears in Holywell Orchard.  Berkeley Pippin, Gloucestershire Underleaf and Morgan Sweet are the other kinds of apples that will be planted.  The latter is more from the Worcestershire/Hereford area but Edna Eacott, who grew up in a cottage on the site, and other people who remember the old orchard tell us that it was one of the apple trees they remember growing there.  One of the Morgan Sweet trees will be planted in memory of Edna’s brother Ernest who sadly died last year but was a great lover of the site and was pleased that the site was receiving care and attention again. Brandy pear and Thorn pear trees will be planted which are also from Gloucestershire and bear small fruit very similar to the two pear trees remaining from the original orchard. It is planned to restore just half of the site as an orchard and the remainder will be dedicated to providing shelter and food for wildlife, and an enjoyable place for children to play, people to relax, get fresh air, and walk the dog. 





Holywell Orchard straddles both Cam and Dursley parishes, and is owned by Stroud District Council who asked Stroud Valleys Project to help them care for this green jewel.  The council value it as an important place to care for, not just for present parishioners but for future generations as well. Greenspaces like Holywell Orchard are vitally important not just for wildlife but for the people living close to them. Research has shown that lots of varied natural places within a neighbourhood which children can explore on their are vitally important for the
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:  Caroline Aistrop or Tony Metcalfe


Telephone: 01453 753358


Fax: 01453 755641


Email: � HYPERLINK mailto:svp@gn.apc.org ��info@StroudValleysProject.org�


Website: � HYPERLINK http://www.StroudValleysProject.org ��www.StroudValleysProject.org�





PHOTOCALL: photographers are welcome during the morning. Please find Tony Metcalfe as soon as you arrive to tell him you’re there.
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Start of a new apple era at Holywell Orchard ………cont.  





proper development of children’s life skills and learning how to cope with the environment around them when they’re adults. Research has also revealed that greenspaces can help to reduce pollution in a neighbourhood, influence the local weather, can reduce the effect of noise, increase the value of houses nearby, help to reduce people’s stress levels, and be important stores of rainwater to help reduce flooding. Holywell Orchard is an important greenspace for local residents as residents of Cam and Dursley have very little greenspace which they can visit at any time of day and stroll around as they wish, have a picnic or just sit and relax.





Anyone who wants to help plant a new era of orchard at Holywell Orchard is welcome to along and join in.  The tree planting session starts at 10am this Saturday, the 26th, and continues until 2pm.  Meet at the entrance to Holywell orchard in Maple Road. No previous experience is needed as trained SVP staff will be co-ordinating the event and explaining how to plant the trees and use the tools.  Participants should wear wellies or stout shoes and old clothes.  For more information, contact Tony Metcalfe or Deb Coleman at Stroud Valleys Project on 01453-753358.  
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