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* NEWS RELEASE * NEWS RELEASE *





LEARN YOUR SHRUBS FROM YOUR TREES!





One of the first tell-tale signs of spring approaching is the blanket of white that covers the hedgerows as first the blackthorn bushes and then the hawthorn bushes burst into flower.  As spring starts to unfurl, Stroud Valleys Project is running a special training course to help people appreciate more about our hedgerows and woodlands. 





On Saturday 14th April, anyone who’s gone out for a walk and thought that they’d like to know more about the trees and shrubs that they can see around them can satisfy that interest by spending a morning working with knowledgeable members of Stroud Valleys Project’s staff.  The Hedgerow Survey training session will look in more detail about our native trees and shrubs, and also examine why hedgerows are so important to our countryside.  Did you know that hedgerows originally arose as our ancestor’s version of walls?  They needed to contain their livestock in one place and so planted fast growing shrubs, usually with thorns, in a tight row to create an impenetrable barrier to stop cattle and sheep roaming.  This is why the hawthorn bush is the main shrub seen in hedgerows – one of its traditional names is quickthorm because it grows so fast and has lots of thorns so it makes an effective living ‘wall’.   It is also a very good wildlife home and hedgerows are often called wildlife corridors by ecologists as they act like natural motorways letting wildlife zoom along them to get from one place to another.  Participants will learn about these and many other fascinating facts concerning our wonderful hedgerows. It’s free to take part, all participants have to do is provide their own wellies, outdoor gear and refreshments.  The course will run from 10am to 1.30pm at a location in the Severn Vale. For more details, anyone interested should talk to Nadine at Stroud Valleys Project on 01453-753358.  





This course is part of SVP’s long term project to help parishes in the Severn Vale to discover, learn about and protect their wildlife.  The project id funded by Natural England’s Countdown 2010 grant scheme. 
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MORE…………….





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:  Caroline Aistrop


Telephone: 01453 753358 or 07894 663436


Fax: 01453 755641


Email: caistrop@stroudvalleysproject.org


Website: www.StroudValleysProject.org

















5th April 07 








Page 1 of 1

