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* NEWS RELEASE * NEWS RELEASE *





HUNT FOR INSECTS WITH LUMINOUS BOTTOMS!





During July, Stroud Valleys Project is asking people to keep an eagle eye out for those fascinating insects that glow in the dark – the glow-worm.  This is to help with a district-wide survey to map where these animals are still to be found as their numbers have decreased in recent years. 








Most people don’t realise that it’s only the female glow-worm that actually glows, and despite the name, they are actually beetles not worms.  The name comes from the fact that the female can’t fly and has a segmented body so that from a distance she does give a good imitation of a worm.   The males, however, can fly and during July they are on the wing, looking out for glowing females to mate with and can spot one up to 10 yards away.  The females’s glow is a way of attracting the males attention and once she has mated she stops glowing.  So the best time for people to look out for them is during the earlier part of July.  Some are still glowing by the third week in July but it’s unusual to find any glowing females beyond this time.  





During the day, the females hide from predators but then about an hour before dark, they climb up the stems of grass so that they can glow unobstructed.  The glow comes from a chemical reaction in the last 3 segments of her body when oxygen, water and a special enzyme react together to produce the light-emitting substance called oxyluciferin.  The glow is such an intensive, luminous green that it can look like an artificial light, the type that you see on an alarm!  





The larvae, the young beetles, spend up to 2 years living amongst long grass and other vegetation, preferably in old undisturbed grassland.  They eat lots and lots of snails, immobilising their prey by pouring a digestive enzyme into the snail’s shell.  This turns the body of the snail into a ‘soup’ which the glow-worm larva then drinks. Whatever you think of snails, you have to agree that this isn’t the nicest way to go!  During their two years as larvae, the glow-worm young can slurp their way through thousands of snails! 





But life as an adult glow-worm is short as the male dies shortly after mating, and the females die once they have laid their eggs.  The eggs are laid close to the ground on leaves and vegetation and hatch after a  month.  





							Continued………………..


































































































MORE…………….





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:  CAROLINE AISTROP


Telephone: 01453 753358 or 07894-663436


Fax: 01453 755641


Email: carolineaistrop@stroudvalleysproject.org


Website: www.StroudValleysProject.org











22nd June 2007 
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HUNT FOR INSECTS WITH LUMINOUS BOTTOMS!  Continued… 





Fifty years ago, glow-worms used were common throughout Britain, and in some places they were so numerous that people used to be able to read by the light they gave off!  But now their numbers have dwindled alarmingly, and to see them is unusual.  The cause of the decline is not known for definite but it could be due to the destruction of old grassland that wasn’t managed using chemicals, and the adoption of chemical herbicides and fertilisers by agricultural practises.   New research also suggests that the light given off by streetlamps could be contributing towards the decline as the wavelength is similar to the females’ light, and the males are attracted to the streetlamps’ bigger glow!  





However, even recently in the Stroud district there have been reports of big concentrations of glow-worms.  Some fields in Oakridge, for example, have been described as looking like ‘fairy land’ by a resident who lived there until recently.   So Stroud Valleys Project wants communities to look out for their own local glow-worms and report any glows that they see on a special form that can be obtained from Stroud Valleys Project office at 8, Threadneedle Street in Stroud.  People can collect this in person, send a A5 SAE to the above address or telephone 01453-753358.  SVP also wants to hear of any places where glow-worms used to live but haven’t been seen for a while so that SVP can check to see if there are any still there.  





If anyone wants to see what glow-worms actually look like, SVP is holding a special Glow-worm evening on Wednesday 11th July.  The event will start with an illustrated talk about the life of glow-worms, followed by a trip to Bisley Road Cemetery in Stroud which has been a local hotspot for many years for insects with a luminous bottom.  To fill in time before dusk falls, local historian John Loseley will be giving a guided walk around the cemetery revealing its fascinating past.  Anyone wanting to attend this event should book their place with Stroud Valleys Project – contact details above.  The costs to take part is £3/adult and £2/child. 
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