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Stroud Valleys Project statement  - Cotswold Canals

Stroud Valleys Project is largely in support of the Cotswold Canal regeneration project, and the benefits that it will bring to the Stroud district and its communities. We also understand that some inevitable impact on the environment while work is in progress will be offset by the long-term gains.

However, we share the concerns of the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust about both the immediate and long-term threats to wildlife posed by British Waterways plans to re-route the canal and river in the Frome Bank area.

SVP has a particular interest in the area because our volunteers have worked hard there over many years to create a wildlife haven around the river and the canal, which has provided a popular riverside walk on Stroud’s doorstep.

Now the British Waterways proposal to divert the canal over the river via a concrete viaduct poses a permanent threat to both walk and wildlife. What we hope is that BW can be persuaded to work with the rest of us to find a much more acceptable solution to the problems thrown up by the site.

The very real problem is a large (and potentially leaching) landfill site at Capel Mill. BW has decided that the easiest and cheapest way to avoid disturbing the landfill is to re-route the canal and river - and disturb everything else. But that is a short-term solution. There is already some evidence that the landfill is leaching into the river and it is undoubtedly a long-term hazard that will have to be dealt with and removed at some time.

Wouldn’t it be better to do that now? British Waterways says it would be too expensive but haven’t provided any comparative figures or demonstrated how it would affect their overall time-scale. But maybe it isn’t a matter for them alone.

Surely the Environment Agency and the relevant local authorities have some role and responsibility - and onus to pick up part of the bill - for disposing of poisonous landfill?

There are other avenues to explore before Frome Banks is turned irrevocably upside down.    
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