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BIRD IDENTIFICATION MORNING IN PREPARATION OF BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH

Help is at hand for people who would like to take part in the RSPB Garden Survey, but need more skills in identifying birds.   Stroud Valleys Project is organising a morning in Slimbridge Parish with Gloucestershire’s County Bird recorder to learn how to tell garden birds apart.

On Saturday 20.1.07  Stroud Valleys Project is running a bird identification workshop in Slimbridge Parish from 9am to 1pm.  With the help of Gloucestershire’s County Bird Recorder participants will find out the best way of identifying and recording bird sightings.  Mistnetting and ringing of small birds will give people a chance to observe birds from close-up and making bird boxes will add to a morning of fun as well as helping to create more valuable nesting sites for our garden visitors.

This workshop will be especially useful for people who want to take part in the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch on Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th January and would like to brush up on their skills beforehand.   SVP encourages local people to take part, so that we can find out more about changes to the local bird populations.

Populations of common birds are thought to be a good indicator of the state of the environment as they occupy a wide range of habitats, tend to be near the top of the food chain and long-term data are available to assess population changes. 

Even by watching the birds in our gardens each winter, changes in their populations can be seen. 

Results from last year’s survey, for example, showed that  although house sparrows and starlings were  still at the top of the table, both species have  continued their decline, down by 56 and 76% respectively since 1979.

The course is free and open to people of all ages and abilities, but donations would be appreciated.  Booking essential as numbers are limited.  

For more information or to book a place or to obtain a RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch form, please phone Nadine Smykatz- Kloss or Richard Lewis at Stroud Valleys Project on 01453 753358.

ENDS

Contacts: for further information please contact Nadine Smykatz- Kloss or Richard Lewis 
Telephone: 01453 753358

Fax: 01453 755641

Email: nadine@stroudvalleysproject.org
Date:  15.1.07

Notes to the Editor:

Stroud Valleys Project is a local charity that helps local people improve their natural environment for the benefit of the whole community. 


The Severn Vale Biodiversity Project is one of its particular projects working in 12 parishes across the Severn Vale. Its long term aim is to create a network of wildlife-rich areas connected through wildlife corridors across the 29 sq. mile project area.  The project offers volunteers training in a range of wildlife identification skills and provides practical events. It is also supporting landowners and farmers on small scale wildlife project or on drawing up DEFRA's new Entry Level Scheme (ELS) applications, a government scheme aimed at improving areas of farmland for wildlife and biodiversity.

The project is one of only 40 projects funded nationally by Natural England’s Countdown 2010 Biodiversity grant scheme and the only one in Gloucestershire.

Photocall:  Photographers are welcome to attend the event. For location please call SVP.
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