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* NEWS RELEASE * NEWS RELEASE *





JOIN IN SOME FRUITY FUN!





Apple Day has become an institution on the annual events calendar, and Stroud Valleys Project is joining in with the national celebration to remind people of our long history of apple growing that we have in the Stroud district.  On Saturday 13th October, SVP is inviting people to take a trip to Frocester for some apple fun.





The Severn Vale Biodiversity Project, which is led by Stroud Valleys Project, has been working with farmers and landowners over the past 4 years in the Severn Vale area to create and restore a variety of wildlife habitats including orchards.  The Home Farm Trust has an old orchard which Stroud Valleys Project will be assisting them to manage and restore to its former glory.  The SVP apple day event this year will be held in this old orchard and visitors will be able to learn more about the orchard as they watch some of its apples get turned into juice in the traditional apple press.  Anyone who has some apples that they want juicing should take them and a bottle along.





“Its difficult to appreciate how important apples were to the local economy” said Richard Lewis, Severn Vale Biodiversity Project Officer. “In Cam, for example, there were 99 orchards in existence back in 1839 but now there are only 3.  Stroud had its own variety of apple which was bred there, the Ashmead’s Kernel, and Dursley developed the Glos Royal apple.  Most villages and parishes had their own type of apple, and nationally there were over 6,000 varieties of apple grown.  Now you’d be lucky to see half a dozen British types of apples on sale in the supermarkets.  All our work in helping landowners to restore old orchards will be using the apple variety which is appropriate to the locality and re-introducing varieties which have probably become extinct in the parish.”





The apple day event at Frocester Home Farm Trust runs from 10am – 2pm, and everyone is welcome to go along. Its free to attend but donations to SVP, which is a charity, would be appreciated.  





- ENDS -





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:  Richard Lewis


Telephone: 01453 753358


Fax: 01453 755641


Email: richard@stroudvalleysproject.org


Website: www.StroudValleysProject.org
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